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. is/are withdrawn from consideration. 



Period for Reply — correspondence address - 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION 1 ' 

■ sssfti ™^^:^ f =°^ 1136(a) ,n no evem ' however ' may a ^ be li ^ ted 

- Fa.lure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by'tatute, JXi^^nta^^^o^E^l^^tT' S Communica,ion - 

Status 

1 )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)D This action is FINAL. 2bM This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Qtvayfe, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) [X] Claim(s) 1-20 is/are pending in the application. 
4a) Of the above claim(s) 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) [X] Claim(s) 1-20 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)13 The drawin 9(s) fi'ed on 14 April 2004 is/are: a)H accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner 
Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 85(a) 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 121(d) 
1 1 )U The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-1 52. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)KI Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U S C § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f) 
a)K All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.IEI Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 10/298.260 
3.Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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Art Unit: 1734 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

Ji^rSX T P3te ? ,ed ° f de f ribed in 3 printed Plication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale .n th,s country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent X Unfed 

2. Claims 1, 12, and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Canadian Patent 634,320 (Brey). Brey shows an apparatus and method for splicing 
strips of rubber material embedded cords to each other comprising: a splicing table with 
a longitudinal axial line dividing the table into a first splicing table half and a second 
splicing table half wherein the splicing table has an inlet end and an outlet end; a first 
splicing table transport unit on the first splicing table half; a second splicing table 
transport unit on the second splicing table half; a splicing machine over the splicing 
table; and a sensor for determining the position of the strip under the splice line (column 
7, line 69 to column 9, line 4; Fig. 1 ). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

ISSS^SdS^Ilt STif T" 6 " descri P tion of the Nation, and of the manner and process of 
making and using i , .n such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skNIed in th? 
art ° wl ? 't pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shal? 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention 

4. Claims 2-11, 13, and 15-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as 
failing to comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject 
matter which was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably 
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convey to one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application 
was filed, had possession of the claimed invention. The specification states on page 7 
"...a second splicing table transport unit 22 has been placed on the second splicing 
table half 18, and extends from the outlet end 20 of the splicing table 7 up to a distance 
therefrom." Fig. 2A shows the second splicing table transport unit 22 to begin near the 
sensor 1 5 and terminate at the outlet end 20, not extending from the outlet end as 
described in the specification and instantly claimed. Although it is unclear whether 
"extends from the outlet end" is a limitation that the transport unit cannot start prior to 
the outlet end, it definitely means that the transport unit must convey the strip beyond 
the outlet end. The disclosure has not described how applicants envision their invention 
adequately for one of ordinary skill in the art to reproduce the invention or determine the 
metes and bounds of the instantly drafted claims. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Rost, Brey et al. ('261), De Courcy Neal, and Abbott, Jr. each 
show rubber belt splicing devices each including a plurality of supply or transport 
conveyors. Satoh et al. shows blowers under a conveyor to reduce frictional resistance 
when transporting rubber corded belt. Yanagihara et al. teaches that vacuum cups or 
magnets under conveyor belts prevent sideward positional deviations when transporting 
rubber corded belt sections. WIPO document WO01/12423 (English language 
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equivalent: U.S. Patent 6,695,949, Jungk et al.) shows rubber cord belt conveyors with 
movable magnets. 



6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mark A Osele whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1235. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:30-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christopher Fiorilla can be reached on 571-272-1 187. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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